
Marian Kathleen Tollison
December 18, 1955 - December 30, 2018

Marian Kathleen (Cookie) Tollison was born on Sunday, December 18, 1955 and passed
away on Sunday, December 30, 2018; two dates that serve as bookends to a beautiful
and complete life. 

 Cookie was born to Tony H. and Eva Soares in Visalia. She attended Sundale School and
Tulare Union High School in Tulare, CA. In 1973, her junior year of high school, she met
the love of her life, John Michael Tollison. In 1975, Cookie began working at Jostens
Printing and Publishing in bindery. She later moved to the art department, where she was
able to exhibit her artistic talent. She was an avid softball player, and her close friends
remember her as the one who would always be willing to go on an adventure. 

 Cookie and John were married on May 21, 1977. Together they welcomed three beautiful
daughters into the world. She and John had a mutual love of horseback riding and the
country life which they shared with their children. 

 It was important to Cookie to "go and do," so she made sure that her girls were involved in
many different activities, which she immersed herself in as well. She was a softball coach,
4-H leader, and the #1 cheerleader for her girls. She could always be found on the
sidelines of a water polo match, in the stands at a band review, or ringside watching the
girls show their market lambs for 4-H and FFA. She was so proud of her family. 

 Cookie and John shared a love of travel and took annual trips with family to Shaver Lake
and Cayucos. During their 41 years of marriage they traveled to numerous states to
vacation or visit with their family and friends. 

 Cookie had a mischievous streak, a trait which her family believes came from her father.
At every family snow trip, she would always throw the first snowball and catch you by
surprise. Her smile was wide and her laugh was infectious. 

 Cookie enjoyed scrapbooking and paint classes with friends, trips with the Gadabouts,
and hosting paint parties at her home in Springville. Her home is filled with her watercolor
and acrylic paintings and she expressed that "[her] inspiration is God's creation." Cookie
was a member of the Visalia PPAV Ladies Club for many years, where she volunteered
and volunteered her family members in various events. 

 She always put the needs of others first, and did so with a willing heart. She loved the
Lord and was always praying. Her advice for her husband and children in difficult times



was always "say a prayer." 
 Cookie was preceded in death by her father Tony H. Soares and her in-laws Myrl L. and

Alice L. Tollison. She is survived by her husband, John Tollison of Springville; daughters
Janeva Tollison-Spratt (Ryan), Marlee Tollison (Ryan), and Tamara Tollison; mother Eva
Soares of Visalia; sister Jeannie Williams of Tulare; brothers Tony Soares Jr. of Visalia,
and Eddie Soares (Sheri) of Exeter; many nieces and nephews, god children, family, and
friends. Condolences may be sent to www.salseranddillard.com <http://www.salseranddilla
rd.com> 

 Visitation will be from 4:00-6:00 PM on Thursday, January 10, with the Holy Rosary being
prayed at 6:00 PM at Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel. Mass of Christian burial will be at
10:00 AM on Friday, January 11 at St. Mary's Catholic Church, Visalia, CA. Burial will
immediately follow at Visalia District Cemetery, and a reception will follow at the PPAV Hall
in Visalia. All are welcome. Condolences can be made to www.salseranddillard.com



Cemetery Details

Visalia District Cemetery

1300 W Goshen Ave
Visalia, CA 93291

Previous Events

Viewing

JAN 10. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (PT)

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel
127 E. Caldwell Ave.
Visalia, CA 93277

Rosary

JAN 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (PT)

Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel
127 E. Caldwell Ave.
Visalia, CA 93277

Funeral Mass

JAN 11. 10:00 AM (PT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church - Visalia, CA
608 N. Church Street
Visalia, CA 93291
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January 10, 2019 at 06:35 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Marian Kathleen Tollison.

January 10, 2019 at 03:04 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Marian Kathleen Tollison.

January 10, 2019 at 02:58 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Marian Kathleen
Tollison.

January 09, 2019 at 07:32 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Marian Kathleen
Tollison.

January 09, 2019 at 12:16 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Marian Kathleen Tollison.

https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.salseranddillardvisalia.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Karen Wallen - January 06, 2019 at 02:58 PM

Cookie was always kind to me. I would see her at mass
and she always had a cheerful word. I am very sorry that I
will not be able to attend the services but I have prayed a
rosary for her and the family. Eva and Jeanie you are in my
thoughts and prayers. John you and the girls are too. You
were blessed to have had her in your life. 

 My daughter Heidi was attend service in my place. I pray God will give you
strength.

  
Karen Wallen

Patsy Turner - January 05, 2019 at 12:07 PM

So sad to learn of the loss of dear Cookie. I have such sweet memories of her
from our 4H years. She was so kind and patient as she led and taught the 4H
kids, always willing to participate and help wherever she was needed, and
sharing her knowledge and talents freely. She was fun to be around, with a
friendly smile for everyone. And most of all she was an example to me of a good
wife and mother. So thankful to have known her. May God bless your family with
lots of wonderful memories to bring you comfort. 

 Patsy Turner

Debbie Williams - January 04, 2019 at 03:50 PM

Cookie was always friendly to our family, the extended family of her sister in law,
Sheri Soares.


